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1
SWITCH FAILURE DIAGNOSIS DEVICE AND
ELECTRIC STORAGE APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from Japanese Patent
Application No. 2012-178364 filed on Aug. 10, 2012. The
entire content of this priority application is incorporated
herein by reference.

FIELD

Technologies described herein relates to determination
whether failures of switches that are provided for shutting off
a charge current or a discharge current exist.

BACKGROUND

Conventionally, there is a power supply control device
including a plurality of switching elements connected parallel
to each other between a battery and a load, and is configured
to detect a failure of any one of the switching elements (see
JP-A-2011-229216). Specifically, the power supply control
device measures voltages at terminals of the switching ele-
ments on the load side while the switching elements are
individually opened and while the switching elements are
opened at the same time (open state). Then, the power supply
control device detects a failure of each switching element
based on the measured voltages. Such a failure of the switch-
ing element includes a close failure in which the switching
element remains closed (close state) even when an open
instruction signal for opening the switching element is input.

According to the above conventional technology, all
switching elements need to be opened at the same time to
determine whether failures of switches exist. Therefore, a
current path between the battery and the load is shut off.

This specification describes a technology for determining
whether a failure of switch exists without shutting off a cur-
rent path between an electric storage device and an electric
device such as a load and a charger.

SUMMARY

The following presents a simplified summary of the inven-
tiondisclosed herein in order to provide a basic understanding
of some aspects of the invention. This summary is not an
extensive overview of the invention. It is intended to neither
identify key or critical elements of the invention nor delineate
the scope of the invention. Its sole purpose is to present some
concepts of the invention in a simplified foim as a prelude to
the more detailed description that is presented later.

A switch failure diagnosis device described in this speci-
fication is for using in a current path between an electric
device and an electric storage device. The switch failure diag-
nosis device includes a plurality of switches, a switch termi-
nal voltage detector, and a controller. The switches are con-
nected parallel to each other in the current path between the
electric device and the electric storage device. The switch
terminal voltage detector is configured to output a switch
terminal voltage detection signal corresponding to a voltage
across the switches. The controller is configured to: select the
switches at different time in sequence and input an open
instruction signal to each switch at the time when the switch
is selected; and determine, based on the switch terminal volt-
age detection signal output while the open instruction signal
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is given, that at least one of the switches has a failure if the
detected voltage is in a failure determination range.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other features of the present invention
will become apparent from the following description and
drawings of an illustrative embodiment of the invention in
which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an electric configu-
ration of a battery pack according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a battery protection pro-
cess;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a switch failure diagnosis
process;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an open failure diagnosis
process;

FIGS. 5A to 5D are block diagrams illustrating states of
relays, one of which has an open failure;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a close failure diagnosis
process; and

FIGS. 7A to 7D are block diagrams illustrating states of
relays, one of which has a close failure.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

According to a first aspect, there is provided a switch
failure diagnosis device for using in a current path between an
electric device and an electric storage device, the switch
failure diagnosis device including: a plurality of switches
connected parallel to each other in the current path between
the electric device and the electric storage device; a switch
terminal voltage detector configured to output a switch ter-
minal voltage detection signal corresponding to a voltage
across the switches; and a controller configured to: select the
switches at different time in sequence and input an open
instruction signal to each switch at the time when the switch
is selected; and determine, based on the switch terminal volt-
age detection signal output while the open instruction signal
is given, that at least one of the switches has a failure if the
detected voltage is in a failure determination range.

In the switch failure diagnosis device according to the first
aspect, the voltage across the plurality of switches, which is
measured while an open instruction signal is input to at least
one of the switches, varies according to whether the at least
one of the switches has a failure. In the switch failure diag-
nosis device, the switches are selected at different time in
sequence and an open instruction signal is input to each
switch at the time when the switch is selected. If the voltage
across the switches measured while the open instruction sig-
nal is input is within a failure determination range, it is deter-
mined that the switch has a failure. The switch failure can be
determined without shutting off the current path between the
electric storage device and the electric device such as a load
and a charger.

According to a second aspect, the controller is further
configured to: determine whether the electric device is in an
energized state or a non-energized state; perform the deter-
mining whether at least one of the switches has a failure if the
electric device is determined to be in the non-energized state;
and perform the inputting the open instruction signal to the
switch and the determining whether at least one of the
switches has a failure if the electric device is determined to be
in the energized state and no failure of switches is determined
while the electric device is in the non-energized state.

In the switch failure diagnosis device according to the
second aspect, open instruction signals are input to the
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switches and failure determination is performed if the electric
device is determined to be in the energized state and no failure
ofthe switches is determined while the electric deviceis in the
non-energized state. With this configuration, shutting oft of
the current path between the electric storage device and the
electric device such as a load and a charger, which conven-
tionally is performed by inputting an open instruction signal
even though a switch failure is detected during the electric
device is in the non-energized state, can be prevented.

According to a third aspect, the switch terminal voltage
detector includes an electric device-side voltage detector por-
tion configured to output an electric device-side voltage
detection signal corresponding to an electric device-side volt-
age that is a voltage between the electric device and the
switches, and the controller is configured to: perform the
inputting the open instruction signal to the switch if the elec-
tric device is determined to be in the non-energized state;
determine the electric device-side voltage based on the elec-
tric device-side voltage detection signal while the open
instruction signal is given to the switch; and determine that
there is no failure of switch if the electric device-side voltage
is equal to or higher than a failure determination threshold.

According to a fourth aspect, the switch terminal voltage
detector includes an electric device-side voltage detector por-
tion and an electric storage device-side voltage detector por-
tion, the electric device-side voltage detector portion being
configured to output an electric device-side voltage detection
signal corresponding to an electric device-side voltage that is
a voltage between the electric device and the switches, the
electric storage device-side voltage detector portion being
configured to output an electric storage device-side voltage
detection signal corresponding to an electric storage device-
side voltage that is a terminal voltage of the electric storage
device, and the controller is configured to determine whether
at least one of the switches has a failure based on a difference
between the electric device-side detection signal and the elec-
tric storage device-side detection signal.

In the switch failure diagnosis device according to the third
aspect, the open instruction signal is input to the switch and
failure determination is performed if the electric device is
determined to be in the non-energized state and an electric
device-side voltage detected during the electric device is in
the non-energized state is equal to or higher than a failure
determination threshold. With this configuration, the switch
failure diagnosis device can determine switch failures during
the electric device is in the non-energized state without using
an external device.

According to a fifth aspect, the controller is configured to
halt the input of the open instruction signal to the switches
without inputting the open instruction signal to an N+1th
switch if at least one of the switches is determined to have a
failure; and select the N+1th switch and input the open
instruction signal to the N+1 th switch if no failure of switches
is determined, where N refers to a positive integer equal to or
larger than 1.

In the switch failure diagnosis device according to the fifth
aspect, the inputs of open instruction signals are halted with-
out inputting the open instruction signal to the N+1th switch
if a switch failure is detected. In comparison to a configura-
tion in which the open instruction signals are input to all
switches and then the failure determination is performed after
the inputs of the open instruction signals are complete, unnec-
essary inputs of the open instruction signals are not per-
formed.

According to a sixth aspect, the controller is further con-
figured to: determine whether a continue condition is satis-
fied; and repeat the selecting of the switches and the inputting
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of the open instruction signal from the first switch if the
continue condition is determined as not satisfied during the
inputs of the open instruction signals to the switches.

Inthe switch failure diagnosis device according to the sixth
aspect, the selecting of the switches and the inputting of the
open instruction signal and the determining of whether the at
least one of the switches has a failure are repeated from the
first switch if the predefined continue condition is determined
as not satisfied during the inputs of the open instruction sig-
nals to the switches. With this configuration, switch failures
can be more accurately determined in comparison to a con-
figuration in which the selecting of the switches and the
inputting of the open instruction signal and the determining of
whether the at least one of the switches has a failure are
continued even when the continue condition is no longer
satisfied.

According to a seventh aspect, the current path includes a
plurality of current paths provided with the plurality of
switches, respectively, the plurality of current paths includes
common connection points on an upstream side of the
switches and on a downstream side of the switches, respec-
tively, and the current paths have substantially the same resis-
tance.

The switch failure diagnosis device according to the sev-
enth aspect, the current paths have substantially the same
resistance. If the switches have no failures, the amount of
current flowing in the circuit does not vary when the switches
are alternately opened. Therefore, a voltage difference
between the upstream side of the switches and the down-
stream side thereof does not vary. With this configuration,
erroneous switch failure detection is less likely to occur.

With the switch failure diagnosis device according to the
above aspects, an electric storage apparatus, in which switch
failures can be detected without shutting off the current path
between the electric storage device and the electric device,
can be provided.

A battery pack 1 according to an embodiment will be
described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 7D. The battery pack 1
includes a secondary battery 2 and a battery protection device
3. The battery pack 1 is to be installed in an electric vehicle or
a hybrid vehicle, for example, to supply power to various
on-board devices. The battery pack 1 is an example of an
electric storage apparatus and may be a battery module. The
secondary battery 2 is an example of an electric storage
device. A capacitor may be used as an electric storage device
instead of the secondary battery 2. The battery protection
device 3 is an example of a switch failure diagnosis device.

Electric Configuration of Battery Pack

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the secondary battery 2 is a lithium
ion battery, for example, which is an assembled battery
including four cells 2A connected in series. The secondary
battery 2 may include a single cell 2A or two cells 2A con-
nected in series. Alternatively, the secondary battery 2 may
include three cells 2A or five or more cells 2A connected in
series.

The battery protection device 3 includes connection termi-
nals T1 to T4, a first relay 31A, a second relay 31B, and a
battery monitoring unit 33. The secondary battery 2 is con-
nected between the connection terminals T1 and T2. A
charger 5 (an external charger or an on-board charging cir-
cuit) and a load 6 (e.g., a headlight unit), which are electric
devices, are selectively connected between the connection
terminals T3 and T4 via a selector switch 7. When a power
switch, which is not illustrated, of the charger 5 is set to on by
a user, a charger switch 5A illustrated in FIG. 1 switches the
state thereof from an open state to a closed state. As a result,
a state of the charger 5 changes from a non-energized state to
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an energized state. When an ignition key is turned on by a
user, open and close of a load switch 6A is controlled by an
on-board electronic control unit (ECU), which is not illus-
trated. As a result, a state of the load 6 changes from a
non-energized state to an energized state.

The relays 31 are connected parallel to each other in a
current path between the connection terminal T1 and the
connection terminal T3. Each of the relays 31A and 31B is a
contact relay (a mechanical switch). When the relay 31A or
31B receives an open instruction signal, which will be
described later, the relay 31 A or 31B mechanically opens due
to electromagnetic effects such that one of contacts thereof is
out of contact with the other one of the contacts (i.e. the relay
31A or 31B enters an open state or an off state). When the
relay 31A or 31B receives a close instruction signal, which
will be described later, the 31A or 31B mechanically closes
due to electromagnetic effects such that the one of the con-
tacts is in contact with the other one (i.e., therelay 31A or 31B
enters a closed state or an on state). The relays 31A and 31B
in the closed states have substantially the same contact resis-
tance. The relays 31A and 31B are examples of switches.

The battery monitoring unit 33 includes a controller 34, a
first voltage detection circuit 35, a second voltage detection
circuit 36, and a current detection circuit 37. The controller 34
includes a central processing unit (hereinafter referred to as
the CPU) 34A and a memory 34B. The memory 34B stores
various programs for controlling operations of the battery
monitoring unit 33. The CPU 34A reads the programs out of
the memory 34B and controls the circuits and components of
the battery monitoring unit 33 according to the programs read
out of the memory 34B. The memory 34B includes a RAM
and a ROM. A storage medium that stores the programs may
be a non-volatile memory such as a CD-ROM, a hard disk
drive, and a flash memory.

The first voltage detection circuit 35 outputs a detection
signal corresponding to a voltage between the connection
terminal T1 and the connection terminal T2 to the controller
34. This voltage is a terminal voltage of the secondary battery
2 and hereinafter referred to as a battery-side voltage V1. The
second voltage detection circuit 36 outputs a detection signal
corresponding to a voltage between the connection terminal
T3 and the connection terminal T4 to the controller 34. This
voltage is proportional to an output voltage of the charger 5 or
a voltage across the load 6 in the energized state and herein-
after referred to as an electric device-side voltage V2. The
controller 34 detects a voltage difference between the battery-
side voltage V1 and the electric device-side voltage V2 as a
relay terminal voltage V3. The relay terminal voltage V3 is a
voltage across a plurality of the relays 31 A and 31B. The first
voltage detection circuit 35 and the second voltage detection
circuit 36 are an example of a switch terminal voltage detec-
tor. The second voltage detection circuit 36 is an example of
an electric device-side voltage detection circuit. The current
detection circuit 37 outputs a current detection signal to the
controller 34. The current detection signal corresponds to an
amount of current I flowing through the current path between
the connection terminal T1 and the connection terminal T3.
The detection signals may be analog signals or digital signals.

Control of Battery Monitoring Unit

1. Battery Protection Process

When the battery protection device 3 is turned on, the CPU
34 A inputs close instruction signals to the relays 31A and 31B
to close the relays 31A and 31B. As a result, the relays 31A
and 31B close and currents flow from the secondary battery 2
to the load 6, that is, power is supplied to the load 6 (see FIG.
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1). The CPU 34A reads the relevant program out of the
memory 34B and executes a battery protection process illus-
trated in FIG. 2.

In the battery protection process, the CPU 34A continu-
ously or periodically detects the battery-side voltage V1
based on a detection signal from the first voltage detection
circuit 35 (S1). The CPU 34A determines whether the bat-
tery-side voltage V1 is higher than an overcharge threshold
(S2) and whether the battery-side voltage V1 is lower than an
over-discharge threshold (S4). The preferable overcharge
threshold is slightly lower than the battery-side voltage V1
measured when the secondary battery 2 is in an overcharge
state. The preferable over-discharge threshold is slightly
higher than the battery-side voltage V1 measured when the
secondary battery 2 is in an over-discharge state. The over-
charge threshold and the over-discharge threshold can be
defined based on results of experiments in which the battery-
side voltages V1 are detected while the second battery 2 is set
in an overcharge state and while the second battery 2 is set in
an over-discharge state.

Ifthe battery-side voltage V1 is higher than the overcharge
threshold (YES in step S2), the secondary battery 2 may enter
into an overcharge state. Therefore, the CPU 34 A executes an
overcharge control step in which the CPU 34A inputs open
instruction signals to the relays 31 A and 31B (S3) to open the
relays 31A and 31B. As a result, the relays 31A and 31B open
and the charge of the secondary battery 2 stops. With this step,
the secondary battery 2 is less likely to enter into the over-
charge state. When the overcharge control step is complete,
the CPU 34A returns to step S1.

If the battery-side voltage V1 is equal to or lower than the
overcharge threshold (NO in step S2), the CPU 34A deter-
mines whether the battery-side voltage V1 is lower than the
over-discharge threshold (S4). If the battery-side voltage V1
is lower than the over-discharge threshold (YES in step S4),
the secondary battery 2 may enter into an over-discharge
state. Therefore, the CPU 34A executes an over-discharge
control step in which the CPU 34A inputs open instruction
signals to the relays 31A and 31B (S5). As a result, the relays
31A and 31B open and the discharge of the secondary battery
2 stops. With this step, the secondary battery 2 is less likely to
enter into the over-discharge state. When the over-discharge
control step is complete, the CPU 34A returns to step S1.

If the battery-side voltage V1 is equal to or lower than the
overcharge threshold (NO in step S2) and equal to or higher
than the over-discharge threshold (NO in step S4), the CPU
34A returns to step S1 while continues inputting the close
signal to the relays 31A and 31B.

2. Switch Failure Diagnosis Process

If the relays 31A and 31B are all closed and a predeter-
mined condition is satisfied, the CPU 34A executes a switch
failure diagnosis process illustrated in FIG. 3. Examples of
the predetermined condition include a condition in which a
vehicle is powered up through operation of an ignition key by
a user and a condition in which a predetermined time has
elapsed since execution of the previous failure diagnosis pro-
cess. A program for executing the switch failure diagnosis
process is an example of a switch failure diagnosis program.

Operations of the CPU 34A are practically the same in the
case that the charger 5 is connected and in the case that the
load 6 is connected. In the following description, the term an
electric device is used for the charger 5 and the load 6 to
indiscriminatingly describe the switch failure diagnosis pro-
cess in the case that the charger 5 is connected and in the case
that the load 6 is connected.

The CPU 34A executes a device state determination step in
which whether an electric device is in the non-energized state
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is determined (S11). For example, the CPU 34A determines
whether the electric device is in the energized state or in the
non-energized state based on information on open and closed
states of the charger switch 5A and the load switch 6A from
the ECU that controls the open and close of the switches 5A
and 6A or from the electric device. If the switches 5A and 6A
are semiconductor switches, a minute current such as a dark
current may flows even when the semiconductor switches are
open. This situation is also included in the non-energized
state. The battery monitoring unit 33 may be in operation with
power supplied by the secondary battery 2. This situation is
also included in the non-energized state if the switches 5A
and 6A are open.

If the electric device is in the non-energized state (YES in
step S11), the CPU 34A executes an open failure diagnosis
process (S12) illustrated in FIG. 4. The open failure diagnosis
process is for determining whether any one of the relays 31A
and 31B has an open failure. If the relay 31A or 31B remains
open even when a close instruction signal is input due to a
failure of a coil that drives the relay 31A or 31B or for some
reasons, itis determined that the relay 31A or 31B has an open
failure. The open failure is an example of switch failures.

2-1. Open Failure Diagnosis Process

The relays 31 A and 31B are identified by the relay number
N to which a positive integer larger than 1 is assigned. The
CPU 34A sets the relay number N to 1, that is, initializes the
relay number N (S21), and exclusively inputs an open instruc-
tion signal to the Nth relay of the relays 31A and 31B (S22).
Then, the CPU 34A detects the electric device-side voltage
V2 (S23) and inputs a close instruction signal to the Nth relay
(S24).

As described earlier, the electric device is in the non-ener-
gized state during the open failure diagnosis process. If the
open instruction signal is input to the Nth relay and the relay
other than the Nth relay remains properly closed, that is, the
relay other than the Nth relay does not have an open failure,
the electric device-side voltage V2 is equal to the terminal
voltage of the secondary battery 2, that is, equal to the battery-
side voltage V1. If the relay other than the Nth relay is open,
that is, the relay other than the Nth relay has an open failure,
the electric device-side voltage V2 is lower than the voltage
measured when the relay other than the Nth relay is properly
closed.

The CPU 34A determines whether the electric device-side
voltage V2 is equal to or higher than a failure determination
threshold TH1 (S25). Step S25 is an example of determina-
tion of whether at least one of the switches has a failure if the
electric storage device is in the non-energized state. With this
step, the battery protection device 3 can determine whether
the relays 31A and 31B have failures when the electric device
is in the non-energized state without using an external device.
It is preferable that the CPU 34A is configured to detect the
battery-side voltage V1 and to set a voltage slightly lower than
the battery-side voltage V1 as the failure determination
threshold TH1 in step S22. The CPU 34A may be configured
to determine the electric device-side voltage V2 before input-
ting the open instruction signal to the Nth relay and to set a
voltage slightly lower than the electric device-side voltage V2
as the failure determination threshold TH1. If the electric
device-side voltage V2 is equal to or higher than the failure
determination threshold TH1 (YES in step S25), it is dete-
imined that the relay other than the Nth relay does not have an
open failure. The CPU 34A determines whether the relay
number N has reached a total number (=2) of the relays 31A
and 31B (S26).

If'the relay number N has reached the total number (YES in
step S26), it is determined that all relays 31A and 31B do not
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have open failures. Therefore, the CPU 34A terminates the
open failure diagnosis process and proceeds to step S13. If the
relay number N has not reached the total number (NO in step
S26), the CPU 34 A increments the relay number N by 1 (S27)
and returns to step S22.

If the electric device-side voltage V2 is lower than the
failure determination threshold TH1 (NO in step S25), the
relay other than the Nth relay have an open failure. The CPU
34A stores an open failure flag indicating the open failure in
the memory 34B (S28). Then, the CPU 34A terminates the
open failure diagnosis process and proceeds to step S13. Itis
preferable that the CPU 34A is configured to execute an error
procedure such as an output of notification signal indicating
that the relay other than the Nth relay has the open failure to
the external device such as the ECU if the open failure is
determined. The CPU 34A may be configured to store the
open failure flag in the memory 34B or to execute the error
procedure if the electric device-side voltage V2 is determined
lower than the failure determination threshold TH1 (NO in
step S25) for predetermined times (e.g., 3 times).

An example in which the first relay 31 A of the battery pack
1 has an open failure is illustrated in FIGS. 5A to 5D. The
charger 5 is omitted in FIGS. 5A to 5D. A first state C1 of the
battery pack 1 that includes the first relay 31A having the
open failure before an open instruction signal SO is input to
the first relay 31A by the CPU 34A is illustrated in FIG. 5A.
A second state C2 of the battery pack 1 after the open instruc-
tion signal SO is input to the first relay 31A by the CPU 34A
(S22) is illustrated in FIG. 5B. Because the first relay 31 A has
the open failure, the second state C2 of the battery pack 1 is
the same as the first state C1.

The CPU 34A inputs a close instruction signal SC to the
first relay 31A of the battery pack 1 in the second state C2
(S24). A third state of the battery pack 1 after the close
instruction signal SC is input to the first relay 31 A by the CPU
34A is illustrated in FIG. 5C. Because the first relay 31A has
the open failure, the third state C3 is the same as the first state
C1. The CPU 34A determines that the electric device-side
voltage V2 is equal to or higher than the failure determination
threshold TH1 (YES in step S25), that is, it is determined that
the second relay 31B does not have an open failure.

The CPU 34A inputs an open instruction signal SO to the
second relay 31B of the battery pack 1 in the third state C3
(S22). A fourth state C4 of the battery pack 1 after the open
instruction signal SO is input to the second relay 31B by the
CPU 34A is illustrated in FIG. 5D. Because the second relay
31B does not have an open failure, the second relay 31B
changes the state thereof from the closed state to the open
state. The first relay 31 A and the second relay 31B are both in
the open state. Therefore, the load 6 is electrically discon-
nected from the secondary battery 2. The electric device-side
voltage V2 ofthe battery pack 1 in the fourth state C4 after the
open instruction signal SO is input to the second relay 31B is
lower than the failure determination threshold TH1, that is, it
is determined that the first relay 31A has an open failure. The
CPU 34A stores an open failure flag in the memory 34B
(S28), and terminates the open failure diagnosis process.

The CPU 34A determines whether the electric device is in
the energized state (S13). If the electric device is in the ener-
gized state (YES in step S13), the CPU 34A determines
whether the open failure flag is stored in the memory 34B, that
is, whether the open failure is detected in the open failure
diagnosis process (S14). If the open failure is not detected
(NO in step S14), the CPU 34A executes a close failure
diagnosis process (S15) illustrated in FIG. 6. The close failure
diagnosis process is for determining whether any one of the
relays 31A and 31B has a close failure. If therelay 31 A or 31B
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remains closed even when an open instruction signal is input
due to welding of the contacts of the relay 31A or 31B or for
some reasons, it is determined that the relay 31A or 31B has
a close failure. The close failure is an example of switch
failures.

2-2. Close Failure Diagnosis Process

The CPU 34A sets the relay number N to 1, that is, initial-
izes the relay number N (S41), and detects a current amount
1A of the current I based on the detection signal from the
current detection circuit 37 (S42). The CPU 34A determines
whether the current amount IA is equal to or larger than a
current determination lower limit TH 2 (e.g., 50 A) and equal
to or smaller than a current determination upper limit TH4
(e.g., 100 A) (S43). Step S43 is an example of determination
of whether a continue condition is satisfied and the conditions
used for the determination are examples of continue condi-
tions.

If the current amount A is smaller than the current deter-
mination lower limit TH2, the relay terminal voltage V3 does
not significantly vary according to whether the close failure is
present or not. Therefore, close failure determination (S48),
which will be explained later, may not be accurately per-
formed. If the current amount IA is larger than the current
determination upper limit TH4, the contacts of the relays 31
may degrade due to an excessive amount of current.

If the current amount IA is equal to or larger than the
current determination lower limit TH2 and equal to or lower
than the current determination upper limit TH4 (YES in step
S43), it is determined that the close failure determination can
be accurately performed. The CPU 34A detects the relay
terminal voltage V3 before inputting the open instruction
signal to the Nth relay 31 (S44). This determined relay ter-
minal voltage V3 is hereinafter referred to as a close terminal
voltage V3A.

The CPU 34A selects the Nth relay and inputs an open
instruction signal only to the Nth relay 31 (S45). The CPU
34A detects the relay terminal voltage V3 (S46). This deter-
mined relay terminal voltage V3 is hereinafter referred to as
an open terminal voltage V3B. The CPU 34A inputs a close
instruction signal to the Nth relay 31 (S47). Step S45 is an
example of selection of the switches at different time in
sequence and input of an open instruction signal to each
switch at the time when the switch is selected. The relays 31
are connected in the current paths, respectively, and the cur-
rent paths have substantially the same resistance. [fthe relays
31 do not have failures, the amounts of currents flowing in the
respective current paths are substantially the same regardless
of which relay 31 the CPU 34A inputs the open instruction
signal to, and thus the open terminal voltages V3B are sub-
stantially the same.

As described earlier, during the execution of the close
failure diagnosis process, the electric device is in the ener-
gized state. If an open instruction signal is input to the Nth
relay 31 and the Nth relay 31 properly opens because the Nth
relay 31 does not have a close failure, the open terminal
voltage V3B is higher than the close terminal voltage V3A. If
the Nth relay 31 is closed because the Nth relay 31 has a close
failure, the open terminal voltage V3B is substantially equal
to the close terminal voltage V3A.

The CPU 34 A determines an absolute value of a difference
between the open terminal voltage V3B and the close terminal
voltage V3A (=IV3B-V3Al) and determines whether the
absolute value is equal to or larger than a failure determina-
tion threshold TH3 (S48). Step S48 is an example of deter-
mination of voltages across the switches based on switch
terminal voltage detection signals output by the switch ter-
minal voltage detector while inputting the open instruction
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signal is given, that at least one of the switches has a failure if
the detected voltage is in the failure determination range. It is
preferable to set the failure determination threshold TH3 to a
value calculated by multiplying a difference in resistances of
the current paths (between the connection terminal T1 and the
connection terminal T3) by a current value. The resistances
are measured when the Nth relay 31 is closed and when the
Nth relay 31 is open. The current value is preferably within a
range from the current determination lower limit TH2 to the
current determination upper limit TH4. A range between a
value larger by the failure determination threshold TH3 than
the close terminal voltage V3A and a value smaller by the
failure determination threshold TH3 than the close terminal
voltage V3 A is an example of a failure determination range.

If the absolute value of a difference between the open
terminal voltage V3B and the close terminal voltage V3A
(=IV3B-V3Al) is equal to or larger than the failure determi-
nation threshold TH3 (YES in step S48), it is determined that
the Nth relay 31 does not have a close failure. The CPU 34A
proceeds to step S50. In step S50, the CPU 34A determines
whether the variation in current I is equal to or smaller than a
current determination threshold TH5. Specifically, the CPU
34A detects a current amount IB of the current [ (S49), and
determines an absolute value of a difference between the
current amount [A detected in step S42 and the current
amount IB detected in step S49 (=IIA-IBI). Then, the CPU
34A determines whether the absolute value is equal to or
smaller than the current determination threshold TH5 (e.g.,
10 A).

If the absolute value is equal to or smaller than the current
deteimination threshold TH5 (YES in step S50), the variation
in current [ is relatively small, that is, the variation is less
likely to have an adverse effect on the accuracy of the close
failure determination. Therefore, the CPU 34A continues the
close failure diagnosis process. The CPU 34A determines
whether the relay number N has reached the total number of
the relays 31 (S51).

Ifthe relay number N has reached the total number (YES in
step S51), all of the relays 31 do not have close failures.
Therefore, the CPU 34A terminates the close failure diagno-
sis process and the switch failure diagnosis process. If the
relay number N has not reached the total number (NO in step
S51), the CPU 34A increments the relay number N by 1 (S52)
and returns to step S42.

If the current amount IA is smaller than the current deter-
mination lower limit TH2 or larger than the current determi-
nation upper limit TH4 (NO in step S43), the close failure
determination may not be accurately performed. Therefore,
the CPU 34A returns to step S41 and repeats the close failure
diagnosis process from the first relay 31.

If the absolute value IIA-IBI is larger than the current
determination threshold TH5 (NO in step S50), the variation
in current | is relatively large. Therefore, the absolute value of
the difference between the open terminal voltage V3B and the
close terminal voltage V3A in the case that the relay 31 has a
close failure and the absolute value in the case that the relay
31 does not have a close failure are close to each other.
Namely, the variation in current I may have an adverse effect
on the accuracy of the close failure determination. Therefore,
the CPU 34A returns to step S41 and repeats the close failure
diagnosis process from the first relay 31.

If the absolute value of a difference between the open
terminal voltage V3B and the close terminal voltage V3A
(=IV3B-V3Al) is smaller than the failure determination
threshold TH3 (NO in step S48), it is determined that the Nth
relay 31 has a close failure. The CPU 34B stores a close
failure flag in the memory 34B (S53). The CPU 34B termi-
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nates the close failure diagnosis process and the switch failure
diagnosis process. It is preferable that the CPU 34A is con-
figured to execute an error procedure such as an output of
notification signal indicating that the relay 31 other than the
Nthrelay 31 has the open failure to the external device such as
the ECU if'the close failure is determined. The CPU 34A may
be configured to store the close failure flag in the memory 34B
or to execute the error procedure if the absolute value is
determined smaller than the failure determination threshold
TH3 (NO in step S48) for predetermined times (e.g., 3 times).

An example in which the second relay 31B of the battery
pack 1 has a close failure is illustrated in FIGS. 7A to 7D. The
charger 5 is omitted in FIGS. 7A to 7D. A first state C1 of the
battery pack 1 that includes the first relay 31A before an open
instruction signal is input to the first relay 31A by the CPU
34A is illustrated in FIG. 7A. A second state C2 of the battery
pack 1 after the open instruction signal SO is input to the first
relay 31A by the CPU 34A (S45) is illustrated in FIG. 7B.
Because the first relay 31A does not have the close failure, the
state of the first relay 31 A changes from the closed state to the
open state. Because the first relay 31A is in the open state and
the second relay 31B is in the closed state, a voltage between
the secondary battery 2 and the load 6 in the second state C2
is higher than that in the first state C1. Therefore, the absolute
value of the difference between the open terminal voltage
V3B and the close terminal voltage V3A (=IV3B-V3Al) in
the second state C2 is larger than the failure determination
threshold TH3.

The CPU 34A inputs a close instruction signal SC to the
first relay 31A of the battery pack 1 in the second state C2
(S47). A third state C3 of the battery pack 1 after the close
instruction signal SC is input to the first relay 31 A by the CPU
34A is illustrated in FIG. 7C. Because the first relay 31A does
not have a close failure, the third state C3 of the battery pack
1 is the same as the first state C1.

The CPU 34A inputs an open instruction signal SO to the
second relay 31B of the battery pack 1 in the third state C3
(S45). A fourth state C4 of the battery pack 1 after the close
instruction signal SC is input to the second relay 31B is
illustrated in FIG. 7D. Because the second relay 31B has the
close failure, the state of the second relay 31B does not
change from the close state to the open state. The first relay
31A and the second relay 31B are both in the close states.
Therefore, the fourth state C4 of the battery pack 1 is the same
as the first state C1. The absolute value of the difference
between the open terminal voltage V3B and the close terminal
voltage V3A (=IV3B-V3Al) in the fourth state C4 is smaller
than the failure determination threshold TH3. In this case, itis
determined that the second relay 31B has a close failure and
thus the CPU 34A stores a close failure flag in the memory
34B (S53) and terminates the close failure diagnosis process.
In the states C1 to C4 illustrated in FIGS. 7A to 7D, if an
amount of current I is 100 A and contact resistances of the
relays 31A and 31B are 300u€2, the absolute value (=IV3B-
V3Al) is 15 mV when both relays 31A and 31B are in the
closed states and 30 mV when one of the relays 31A and 31B
is in the closed state.

Effects

According to this embodiment, whether the relays 31 A and
31B have failures is determined based on whether the open
terminal voltage V3B when an open instruction signal is input
to at least one of the relays 31A and 31B is within the failure
determination range. Therefore, whether the relays 31A and
31B have failures can be determined while the continuity of
the current path between the electric device and the secondary
battery 2 is maintained. Namely, during charge of the second-
ary battery 2 by the charger 5, whether the relays 31A and 31B
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have failures can be determined without halting the charge of
the secondary battery 2. Furthermore, during power supply
from the secondary battery 2 to the load 6, whether the relays
31A and 31B have failures can be determined without halting
the power supply to the load 6.

Ifthe charger 5 or the load 6 is in the energized state and no
failures of the relays 31A and 31B are determined in deter-
mination of whether at least one of the relays 31A and 31B
has a failure if the secondary battery 2 is in the non-energized
state, the inputs of the open instruction signals and the deter-
mination of whether the relays 31A and 31B have failures are
performed. The current path between the secondary battery 2
and the charger 5 or the load 6 may be shut off if the open
instruction signal is input to the relays 31A and 31B even
when the failures of the relays 31A and 31B are detected.
With the above configuration, such a problem is less likely to
occur.

If the Nth relay has a failure, the controller 34 halts the
input of the open instruction signal, that is, does not input the
open instruction signal to the next (N+1th) relay. With this
configuration, unnecessary inputs of the open instruction sig-
nals can be reduced in comparison to a configuration in which
open instruction signals are input to all relays and a failure
determination process is executed after the inputs of the open
instruction signals are complete.

If the electric device is in the non-energized state, the
controller 34 executes the open failure diagnosis process. If
the electric device is in the energized state, the controller 34
executes the close failure diagnosis process based on a con-
dition that no open failure is detected in the open failure
diagnosis process. If the CPU 34 executes the close failure
diagnosis process without executing the open failure diagno-
sis process in a condition that the second relay 31B has an
open failure as illustrated in FIGS. 5A to 5B, the controller 34
first inputs an open instruction signal to the first relay 31A in
the close failure diagnosis process. As a result, both relays
31A and 31B open, and the current path between the second-
ary battery 2 and the electric device is shut off. However, the
shut off of the current path is less likely to occur according to
this embodiment.

According to the switch failure diagnosis device, if the
electric device is in the non-energized state, the relay terminal
voltage of the relays 31A and 31B while the open instruction
signals are input may not significantly vary according to
whether the relays 31 A and 31B have failures. According to
this embodiment, the close failure diagnosis process is
executed if the energized state of the electric device is deter-
mined. In comparison to a configuration in which the close
failure diagnosis process is started regardless of whether the
electric device is in the non-energized state, the accuracy of
determination of whether the relays 31A and 31B have fail-
ures is less likely to decrease.

Other Embodiments

The present invention is not limited to the embodiment
described above and illustrated in the drawings. The follow-
ing various embodiments are also included in the technical
scope of the present invention.

In the above embodiment, the controller 34 includes a
single CPU and a single memory. However, the configuration
of'the controller 34 is not limited to such a configuration. The
controller 34 may include a plurality of CPUs or a hardware
circuit such as an application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC). The controller 34 may include both hardware circuit
and CPU. For example, parts of or entire battery protection
process and switch failure diagnosis process may be executed
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by different CPUs or hardware circuits. The sequence of
execution of the processes may be altered as appropriate.

In the above embodiment, the contact relays 31A and 31B
are provided as an example of switches. However, the
switches are not limited to those. Semiconductor devices such
as bipolar transistors and MOSFETs may be used for the
switches. Furthermore, normally-closed type switches that
are normally closed and open when open instruction signals
are input may be used.

In the above embodiment, the battery protection device 3
directly detects the relay terminal voltage V3 of the relays
31A and 31B. However, the configuration of the battery pro-
tection device 3 is not limited to such a configuration. The
battery protection device 3 may be configured to detect the
relay terminal voltage V3 based on a total voltage of the relay
terminal voltage V3 and a voltage across resistors connected
in series. Namely, the battery protection device 3 can be
configured to detect the relay terminal voltage V3 based on a
voltage having a correlation with the relay terminal voltage
V3.

In the above embodiment, the failure determination thresh-
olds TH1 and TH3 used in the failure determination process
vary according to the battery-side voltage V1 and the electric
device-side voltage V2. However, the failure determination
thresholds TH1 and TH3 may be predetermined fixed values.

In the control performed in the above embodiment, the
open instruction signal is first input to the Nth relay and then
the close instruction signal is input to the Nth relay. Then, the
open instruction signal and the close instruction signal are
input to the N+1th relay. However, the configuration of the
controller 34 is not limited to such a configuration. The open
instruction signal is first input to the N+1th relay and then the
close instruction signal is input to the N+1th relay. Then, the
open instruction signal and the close instruction signal are
input to the Nth relay. Namely, the sequence to input the
signals can be the other way around.

In the above embodiment, the battery protection device 3
includes two relays 31 A and 31B. However, the configuration
of the battery protection device 3 is not limited to such a
configuration. The battery protection device 3 may include
three or more relays.

In the above embodiments, the controller 34 selects one of
two relays 31A and 31B at different time in sequence and
inputs an open instruction signal to each relay 31A or 31B at
the time when the relay 31A or 31B is selected. However, the
controller 34 may be configured to select one of three relays
at different time in sequence and to input an open instruction
signal to each relay at the time when the relay is selected. If
the battery protection device 3 includes four relays 31A to
31D, the controller 34 may be configured to select two relays
31A and 31B and to input open instruction signals thereto at
the same time, and then, to select the rest of two relays 31C
and 31D and to input open instruction signals thereto at the
same time. If the battery protection device 3 includes three
relays 31A to 31C, the controller 34 may be configured to
select two relays 31A and 31B and to input open instruction
signals thereto at the same time, and then to select the relays
31B and 31C and to input open instruction signals thereto at
the same time, and then to select the relays 31C and 31A and
to input open instruction signals thereto at the same time.
Namely, it is preferable that the inputs of open instruction
signals may be performed by selecting the specific number of
switches including at least one switch different from the
previously selected switches out of a plurality of switches
(=K<M=the total number of switches) and inputting open
instruction signals thereto so that the specific number of

10

30

35

40

45

50

55

14

switches open at the same time and a different set of switches
open at different time in sequence.

In the above embodiment, the relays 31A and 31B have
substantially the same contact resistance. However, the con-
figurations of the relays 31A and 31B are not limited to such
configurations. The relays 31A and 31B may have different
contact resistances.

In the above embodiment, if it is determined that the Nth
relay has a failure, the controller 34 halts the open instruction
signal input step, that is, does not input the open instruction
signal to the N+1th relay. However, the configuration of the
controller 34 is not limited to such a configuration. The con-
troller 34 may be configured to input an open instruction
signal to the N+1 th relay if it is determined that the Nth relay
has a failure and to determine a switch failure when the open
instruction signal input step is complete for all switches.

In the above embodiment, the current determination lower
limit TH2 and the current determination upper limit TH4 are
provided as an example of continue conditions. However, the
continue conditions are not limited to such conditions. For
example, a condition in which a temperature of the relay 31A
or 31B or an ambient temperature is equal to or lower than a
heat determination threshold may be used for the continue
condition. The controller 34 may be configured to detect a
temperature of the relay 31A or 31B based on a detection
result provided by a temperature detector (not illustrated) and
to determine discontinuation of the switch failure diagnosis
process if the determined temperature exceeds the heat deter-
mination threshold.

What is claimed is:
1. A switch failure diagnosis device for using in a current
pathbetween an electric device and an electric storage device,
the switch failure diagnosis device comprising:
a plurality of switches connected parallel to each other in
the current path between the electric device and the
electric storage device;
a switch terminal voltage detector configured to output a
switch terminal voltage detection signal corresponding
to a voltage across the switches; and
a controller configured to:
select the switches at different time in sequence and
input an open instruction signal to each switch at a
time when the switch is selected; and

determine, based on the switch terminal voltage detec-
tion signal output while the open instruction signal is
given, that at least one of the switches has a failure if
the detected voltage is in a failure determination
range.

2. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim 1,
wherein the controller is further configured to:

determine whether the electric device is in an energized
state or a non-energized state;

determine whether at least one of the switches has a failure
if the electric device is determined to be in the non-
energized state; and

input the open instruction signal to the switch and deter-
mine whether at least one of the switches has a failure if
the electric device is determined to be in the energized
state and no failure of switches is determined while the
electric device is in the non-energized state.

3. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim 2,
wherein the switch terminal voltage detector includes an elec-
tric device-side voltage detector portion configured to output
an electric device-side voltage detection signal correspond-
ing to an electric device-side voltage that is a voltage between
the electric device and the switches, and
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wherein the controller is further configured to:

input the open instruction signal to the switch if the
electric device is determined to be in the non-ener-
gized state;

determine the electric device-side voltage based on the
electric device-side voltage detection signal while the
open instruction signal is given to the switch; and

determine that there is no failure of switch if the electric
device-side voltage is equal to or higher than a failure
determination threshold.

4. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim 1,
wherein the switch terminal voltage detector includes an elec-
tric device-side voltage detector portion and an electric stor-
age device-side voltage detector portion, the electric device-
side voltage detector portion being configured to output an
electric device-side voltage detection signal corresponding to
an electric device-side voltage that is a voltage between the
electric device and the switches, the electric storage device-
side voltage detector portion being configured to output an
electric storage device-side voltage detection signal corre-
sponding to an electric storage device-side voltage that is a
terminal voltage of the electric storage device, and

wherein the controller is further configured to determine

whether at least one of the switches has a failure based
on a difference between the electric device-side detec-
tion signal and the electric storage device-side detection
signal.

5. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim 1,
wherein the controller is further configured to:

halt the input of the open instruction signal to the switches

without inputting the open instruction signal to an N+1th
switch if at least one of the switches is determined to
have a failure; and

select the N+1th switch and input the open instruction

signal to the N+1 th switch if no failure of switches is
determined,

where N refers to a positive integer equal to or larger than

1.

6. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim 1,
wherein the controller is further configured to:

determine whether a continue condition is satisfied; and

repeat the selecting of the switches and the inputting of the

open instruction signal from the first switch if the con-
tinue condition is determined as not satisfied during the
inputs of the open instruction signals to the switches.

7. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim 1,
wherein the current path comprises a plurality of current
paths provided with the plurality of switches, respectively,

wherein the plurality of current paths comprises common

connection points on an upstream side of the switches
and on a downstream side of the switches, respectively,
and

wherein the current paths have substantially the same resis-

tance.

8. An electric storage apparatus, comprising:

an electric storage device; and

the switch failure diagnosis device according to claim 1.

9. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim 1,
wherein the electric device comprises at least one of a charger
and a load.

10. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim
1, wherein the switches are configured to change a state of the
current path between a non-energized state and an energized
state.
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11. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim
1, wherein the switches comprise contact relays.
12. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim
1, wherein the switches comprise semiconductor switches.
13. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim
1, wherein the switches comprise normally-closed type
switches.
14. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim
1, wherein the switch failure diagnosis device is configured
for a vehicle.
15. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim
1, wherein, when the switch failure diagnosis device is turned
on, the controller is configured to select the switches.
16. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim
1, wherein the controller is further configured to:
determine whether the electric device is in an energized
state or a non-energized state; and
input the open instruction signal to the switch and deter-
mine whether at least one of the switches has a failure if
the electric device is determined to be in the energized
state and no failure of switches is determined while the
electric device is in the non-energized state.
17. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim
1, wherein the controller is further configured to:
determine whether at least one of the switches has a failure
if the electric device is determined to be in a non-ener-
gized state; and
input the open instruction signal to the switch and deter-
mine whether at least one of the switches has a failure if
the electric device is determined to be in an energized
state and no failure of switches is determined while the
electric device is in the non-energized state.
18. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim
1, wherein the switch terminal voltage detector includes an
electric device-side voltage detector portion and an electric
storage device-side voltage detector portion, the electric
device-side voltage detector portion being configured to out-
put an electric device-side voltage detection signal corre-
sponding to an electric device-side voltage that is a voltage
between the electric device and the switches, the electric
storage device-side voltage detector portion being configured
to output an electric storage device-side voltage detection
signal corresponding to an electric storage device-side volt-
age that is a terminal voltage of the electric storage device.
19. The switch failure diagnosis device according to claim
1, wherein the controller is configured to determine whether
the failure of the at least one of the switches exists without
shutting off the current path between the electric storage
device and the electric device.
20. A failure diagnosis method, comprising:
connecting a plurality of switches parallel to each other in
a current path between an electric device and an electric
storage device;
outputting a switch terminal voltage detection signal cor-
responding to a voltage across the switches;
selecting the switches at different time in sequence and
inputting an open instruction signal to each switch at a
time when the switch is selected; and
determining, based on the switch terminal voltage detec-
tion signal output while the open instruction signal is
given, that at least one of the switches has a failure if the
detected voltage is in a failure determination range.
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